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Meeting #1,439
School Committee Members: Mr. Abelow, Mr. Willig, Mr. Valentini, Mr. Flynn, Mr. Sears, Ms. Miller, Mr. Stewart,  Mr. Fetterhoff, Ms. Mielke, Mr. McSpiritt
Administration: Dr. Singleton, Mr. Turner, Ms. Woodsome, Mr. Devoti, Ms. Hubbard, Mr. Hastings
Press: CTSB; Jim Russell, Berkshire Record 
Student Representative(s):  
Others: Mr. Charles Ketchen, Chair, Alford Select Board; Ms. René Wood, Sheffield Select Board Chair; Ms. Karen Chamberland; Ms. Amy Murray; Mr. Andrew Rapport; Ms. Susanne Petrucci; Ms. Amy Murray; Ms. Carol Ide; Approximately 15 parents/citizens; Ms. Linda Higgins
1.
Call to Order:  Chairman Abelow called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

2.
Approval of Minutes:  Hearing no corrections or comments, Chairman Abelow declared the minutes of School Committee Meeting #1,438 accepted, as presented. 
3.
Communications from the Audience Pertaining to This Evening’s Agenda:  

A.
There was no Student Representative report.

B.
There were no communications from the public regarding the evening’s agenda.
4.
Presentations/Updates:  


Response to Intervention (RTI): Director of Student Services Sandi Hubbard began the presentation with a brief overview of the Response to Intervention program. She described the program as a tiered system of support which came into existence in 2004 as part of the IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education) law. 

Elementary Principal Erin Woodsome then described how the RTI Program is working in the elementary grades.  

Mt. Everett Principal Glenn Devoti completed the presentation, describing the RTI Program, which has been instituted this year, in grades 7-12.  Mr. Devoti explained that the addition of Grades 7-12 RTI actually restored the remedial math position which was cut from the budget in 2010.  


Both principals noted that the District has purchased Aimesweb, (a “benchmark and progress monitoring system based on direct, frequent and continuous student assessment.”
 ) They reported that the average increase on the Aimesweb testing for most students has been 23%; however, for those students involved in RTI, the average increase has been 40+%.  

Following a question and answer session, Committee members thanked the administrators for the information.
Mr. Abelow then moved to Agenda Item 5C.
5.
Business
C.
Request for Initial Approval Mt. Everett Senior Class Trip to Lake George, NY, May 29-30, 2012:  Ms. Petrucci, Senior Class Advisor, explained that the class wished to secure approval of the concept of the class trip; they would return to the Committee to request final approval once the exact number of students and chaperones was known.  Ms. Miller reminded them to reference the policy regarding field trips.  She then moved, seconded by Mr. Willig, to grant tentative approval.  It was so voted, unanimously.

4.
Presentations/Updates:  

Project 351: Mr. Turner described the experience of five 8th grade students at Governor Patrick’s Project 351 on Saturday, January 14.  
5.
Business


A.
Superintendent’s Report


Dr. Singleton’s report included following:
· At the Superintendent’s request, Mr. Devoti informed the Committee of an anonymous benefactor who has chosen to donate $4,000 to underwite the college course for students, $5,000 to purchase new microphones for the theater, and $10,000 to furnish a fitness center at Mt. Everett. 

· Ms. Woodsome reported that the results of Aimesweb testing in grades 5 and 6 is showing that those students are now up to par in math.

· Ms. Woodsome also reported that the 6th grade trip to Natures Classroom is on, thanks to 5th grade teacher Ms. Peters, who offered to go along with 6th grade teachers.  Dr. Singleton expressed appreciation to those teachers.

· Dr. Singleton also called on Mr. Hastings for a report on the college courses he has arranged to run at Mt. Everett and the upcoming Poetry Out Loud contest.  Mr. Hastings reported that Psychology 101 will take place during the spring semester. Students will have to pay some tuition, unless they are recipients of free or reduced lunches.  He also reported that all physical education staff will become qualified instructors of first aid and CPR, and will be able to teach in health classes next year.  Elementary School Nurse Suzanne Teutsch is being trained to be in charge of the AED machines.
· Mr. Hastings also reported that Poetry Out Loud school-wide competition will take place on Thursday, January 26 in the auditorium.  Additional information will be e-mailed to School Committee members.

· Dr. Singleton commented regarding the recent performance of the play “Working”.  He noted that it was a fantastic show, which was put on as part of Ms. English’s Performing Arts course.

· Dr. Singleton also noted that Mr. Clark’s History of Popular Music class had recently given a very uplifting performance as their final exam.

· Mr. Valentini informed the Committee that Ms. English’s and Mr. Clark’s classes will sponsor a Cabaret (dinner and a show) on Saturday, February 4.


B.
Review of FY 2013 Budget:  See Report of Finance Subcommittee, below.


D.
Subcommittee/Representative Reports:



Finance Subcommittee:  Mr. Valentini reported that the Finance Subcommittee had requested that Dr. Singleton develop budgets with the following scenarios:  1) level-funded, with the satellite schools open; 2) level-funded, with those schools closed, and 3) not level-funded, with the satellite schools open.  Mr. Valentini stated that he would be calling a Finance Subcommittee meeting in the very near future to review those scenarios. Dr. Singleton stated that the budget drafts would be sent to the Finance Subcommittee members ahead of that meeting.



In response to questions from the audience, it was clarified that the Finance Subcommittee will consider all options before recommending one budget for School Committee adoption.  Audience members also requested that budget costs be broken out by school.  Several people expressed concern that the time line would not allow for proper discussion or decision making regarding the smaller schools, and they suggested that the proposed closure discussion be put on hold.  Chairman Abelow invited all to attend the next Finance Subcommittee meeting.


Policy Subcommittee:  Ms. Miller reported that the Policy Subcommittee had met on January 4.  She said that the Subcommittee has reviewed all but two sections of the Policy Manual, and they are hopeful that they can meet three more times before June 30 to complete the updating of the Manual.


Collective Bargaining:  Mr. Fetterhoff stated that he would be requesting executive session for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining strategies.  Chairman Abelow moved this item to the end of the evening’s agenda, as no further business would be discussed following executive session.

6
Other Communications / Requests For Future Agenda Items

A.
Conversation Re: MA Virtual School Bill:  Mr. Sears encouraged the School Committee members to consider whether they wished to take a position regarding the proposed MA Virtual Schools Bill.  He noted that within the proposed process, there is no local control of a virtual school’s budget process.  He stated that he would like to see virtual schools confined to older students.  Chairman Abelow asked Committee members to consider the position paper developed by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees and decide whether they wish to support that position.  This item will appear on the next School Committee meeting agenda.


B.
Communication from the Audience:



The following comments were received from audience members:

· 
Mr. Matthew Syrett asked that the Committee explore the time line and procedural correctness for closing the schools and developing the budget.

· 
Ms. Jennifer Gaengle-Smith questioned whether the District had explored funding for long term capital needs from the Massachusetts School Building Authority.  Mr. Valentini responded that such grants have been received in the past for the renovation of the heating system, and that the district is seeking grant funding through National Grid to update the lighting at the main campus, as well.

· 
Mr. Philip Morrison asked for further evidence of the $340,000 savings that the District would realize through the closing of the three outlying schools.

· 
Ms. Jennifer Sahn asked that the Committee members visit the outlying schools and spend time there.

· 
Mr. Robert Sanzone requested that the School Committee postpone the vote on whether to pass on to the towns language which would close the outlying schools, which is currently scheduled to take place on February 27, 2012. 
· 
Ms. Jessica Spearholmes asked that the School Committee put on its next agenda a discussion of whether the time frame (for the proposed closing of the outlying schools) is enough to make such a weighty decision.

5D.

Collective Bargaining: Chairman Abelow requested that the Committee enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing strategy for collective bargaining.  He stated that no further business would be conducted in open session following executive session.  The vote:




Ms. Miller 

yes

Mr. Stewart

yes

Mr. Flynn

yes




Mr. Abelow

yes

Mr. Willig 

yes

Mr. Fetterhoff

yes




Mr. Sears 

yes

Mr. Valentini

yes

Ms. Mielke

yes




Mr. McSpiritt
yes



The Committee moved to the Eagles Loft and entered into executive session at 7:30 p.m.



The Committee came out of executive session at 7:52 p.m.



On a motion by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Valentini, the meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

Documents presented for this meeting:

· Agenda – School Committee Meeting #1,439
· Minutes – School Committee Meeting #1,438
· The Massachusetts Tiered System of Support
· RTI – Response-To-Intervention, Developed by National Professional Resources, Inc.
· Bill Summary:  An Act Establishing Commonwealth Virtual Schools – Education Committee Redraft 
· An Act Establishing Commonwealth Virtual Schools 
� Description from the Aimesweb Website.








