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Meeting #1433
School Committee Members: Mr. Willig, Mr. Valentini, Mr. Flynn, Mr. Sears, Mr. McSpiritt, Ms. Miller, Mr. Stewart
Absent: Mr. Abelow, Ms. Mielke, Mr. Fetterhoff
Administration: Dr. Singleton, Mr. Devoti, Mr. Hastings
Press: CTSB 

Others: Mr. Kurt DeGrenier, Ms. Linda Higgins

1.
Call to Order:  Vice Chairman Willig called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
2.
Approval of Minutes: Hearing no objections or corrections, Vice Chairman Willig declared the minutes of the special School Committee Meeting of July 28, 2011 accepted as presented.
3.
Communications from the Audience Pertaining to This Evening’s Agenda:  

A.
There were no communications from the public.
4.
Business:

A.
Superintendent’s Report: 
· Dr. Singleton noted that new information had recently been received regarding the a law just passed by the state legislature concerning head injuries. He said that the School Committee has until January, 2012 to adopt a head injury policy, and he provided a listing of items which must be contained in the policy. Mr. Devoti explained that he and Mr. Carpenter had attended a Webinar on this topic earlier in the day. He said that the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) is developing a template for schools to use. He said that because of legislation passed last year, all parents of students participating in sports must complete on-line training or sign a statement that they have read information provided to them on the subject by the school. The new legislation includes students participating in marching bands, as well. He informed the Committee that although the MIAA does not consider cheerleading a sport, Mt. Everett has required the cheerleaders’ parents to also complete the training.
· Dr. Singleton updated the Committee regarding new staff members.

· Dr. Singleton reported the resignation of Child Care Director Jaime Higgins.


B.
Mr. Flynn moved, seconded by Mr. Valentini, to appoint Lisa Sylvia, M.D., as School Physician, effective for the 2011-12 school year. It was so voted.   

C.
Following discussion regarding Policy CHCA, Approval of Handbooks, Mr. Sears moved to continue to vote the approval of staff and parent/student handbooks until such time that Policy CHCA is revised. Mr. Valentini seconded the motion, and it was so voted, unanimously.


Mr. McSpiritt moved to accept the 2011-12 staff and parent/student handbooks, as presented. Mr. Stewart seconded the motion. A lengthy discussion took place, including a need to correct formatting to further clarify consequences of bringing a weapon on campus, and a discussion of the pros and cons of distributing student handbooks in advance of the opening of school. Mr. Valentini called the question, and the handbooks were approved, unanimously, with the formatting change and with the inclusion of a statement regarding head injuries as requested by Mr. Devoti.
D.
Subcommittee/Representative Reports

1) Buildings, Grounds & Technology Subcommittee:  Mr. Flynn reported on the August 18 meeting. He urged that the District seek to renegotiate the contract with Time Warner for fiber optic/internet services in order to take advantage of free services which would be offered by the federal government within the next year or two. He said that the government will offer free band width, but the District would need to contract for Internet provider services. Mr. Flynn also said that members of the subcommittee had walked around the campus prior to the School Committee meeting, and found many items still in need of attention prior to the opening of school. Mr. Valentini read a list of areas of concern. Subcommittee members expressed disappointment with the condition of the building.
2) Ms. Miller presented two policies relative to student and staff use of District computers and Internet services. She requested that members contact her prior to the next School Committee meeting, should they have concerns or suggestions to improve upon the policies. Several comments were offered, including a request to not restrict the use of USB drives, given that all segments of the District do not have access to high speed Internet; increase the firewall so that students are not able to download applications; take out the “after school” section and put it elsewhere (not policy); and include reference to bullying in uses not allowed listing.
E.
On a motion by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Stewart, the proposed School Committee meeting dates were approved as presented.
5.
Communication from the Public:

A.
Mr. Valentini stated that contrary to a headline in the day’s newspaper, the School Committee is not pushing to close the outlying schools. He explained that a discussion was requested by a member town official at a recent meeting.

B.
Mr. Sears questioned whether comments attributed to the Superintendent in an earlier article were taken out of context. Dr. Singleton explained that he was quoted regarding the Monterey building, and he had expressed the same opinion he had expressed on other occasions, namely that the building should not be used due to the proximity to the highway, the condition of the fence, and other issues with the facility.


On a motion by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Flynn, the meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Documents presented for this meeting:

· Agenda – School Committee Meeting #1,433
· Minutes –School Committee Meeting #1,432
· 2011-12 Staff Handbook

· 2011-12 Elementary Parent/Student Handbook

· 2011-12 Mt. Everett Student Handbook

· Draft of Statement re: Head Injuries to be included in Mt. Everett student handbook

· MGL 105CMR 201.000 Head Injuries and concussions in Extracurricular Athletic Activities




