[bookmark: _GoBack]Amended							Southern Berkshire Regional School Committee
Mt. Everett Regional School
								Sheffield, MA
								November 17, 2011
								Meeting #1,436

School Committee Members: Mr. Abelow,  Mr. Willig, Mr. Flynn, Ms. Miller, Mr. Sears, Mr. Valentini, Mr. Fetterhoff, Mr. Stewart, Ms. Mielke

Absent:  Mr. McSpiritt

Administration: Dr. Singleton, Mr. Turner, Mr. Devoti, Mr. Hastings
									
Press: CTSB

Student Representatives:  

Others:  Mr. Michael Farmer, Ms. Linda Higgins

1.	Dr. Singleton called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  

2.	Dr. Singleton opened the floor for nominations for Chairman of the School Committee for 2011-12.  Mr. Sears nominated Mr. Abelow.  Mr. Willig seconded the nomination.

	As no further nominations were offered, Dr. Singleton asked for a vote by acclamation. It was so voted, as follows:  

	Mr. Willig:	yes	Mr. Flynn	no		Ms. Miller	yes
	Mr. Valentini	yes	Mr. Fetterhoff	yes		Mr. Sears	yes
	Mr Stewart	yes	Mr. Abelow	yes 	

	Mr. Abelow took the seat of the Chair.

Mr. Abelow called for nominations for Vice Chair. Mr. Flynn moved, seconded by Ms. Miller, to nominate Mr. Willig.  Hearing no further nominations, Mr. Abelow requested a vote by acclamation.  It was so voted, as follows:
	Mr. Willig:	yes	Mr. Flynn	yes		Ms. Miller	yes
	Mr. Valentini	yes	Mr. Fetterhoff	yes		Mr. Sears	yes
Mr Stewart	yes	Mr. Abelow	yes 	


Subcommittees:  

Finance Subcommittee:  Mr. Fetterhoff expressed a willingness to serve on the Finance Subcommittee in 2011-12. Mr. Stewart offered to not serve on the Finance Subcommittee.  Committee members referenced the policy governing subcommittees and stated a desire to have a representative from each town serve on the Finance Subcommittee.  The Committee then discussed whether it might be more advantageous to have Mr. Fetterhoff serve, rather than Mr. Valentini, given the problems that came up regarding the FY’12 budget (but acknowledging that those problems were not the fault of Mr. Valentini). Some felt that change could be a good thing. 

Ms. Mielke joined the meeting at 6:10 p.m.

Mr. Sears moved to ask Mr. Valentini to be on the Finance Subcommittee. Mr. Flynn Seconded the motion. 

Mr. Flynn then asked to amend the motion to state that the 2011-12 Finance Subcommittee be composed as follows: Mr. Flynn, Ms. Mielke, Mr. Stewart, Mr. McSpiritt, Mr. Valentini, and Mr. Fetterhoff, as alternate. Mr. Sears seconded the motion. Mr. Abelow called a vote on the amendment: Mr. Flynn, Mr. Willig, Ms. Mielke, Mr. Sears, Mr. Fetterhoff and Mr. Stewart voted in favor; Ms. Miller and Mr. Valentini abstained.

Mr. Abelow then called a vote on the motion.  Mr. Flynn, Mr. Willig, Ms. Mielke, Mr. Sears, Mr. Fetterhoff and Mr. Stewart voted in favor; Ms. Miller and Mr. Valentini abstained.

Collective Bargaining: Mr. Abelow requested that this item be placed on hold until the December meeting. He said that there may be a desire to have only one bargaining subcommittee this year. Mr. Abelow and Mr. Willig will meet with Association leaders in the near future.

Other Subcommittee memberships were voted, as follows:

Buildings, Grounds & Technology: Mr. Valentini, Mr. Fetterhoff, Mr. Sears, Mr. Flynn, Mr. Stewart

Warrant: Mr. Stewart, Ms. Miller, Mr. Fetterhoff, Mr. Sears, Mr. Valentini

Policy: Ms. Miller, Mr. Flynn, Mr. McSpiritt, Ms. Mielke

Executive Evaluation: Mr. Fetterhoff, Mr. Willig, Ms. Mielke, Ms. Miller

Eagle Fund Representatives: Ms. Mielke, Ms. Miller, Mr. Valentini, Alternate

MA Association of School Committees: Mr. Flynn, Ms. Miller, Mr. Abelow, Alternate

Liaison to Southern Berkshire Child Care Program: Mr. McSpiritt

South Berkshire Educational Collaborative Representative: Mr. Willig, Ms. Mielke, Alternate

Discussion took place regarding whether to establish a subcommittee for community activities in the schools.  It was agreed that such activities should be arranged through the administration, rather than through such a School Committee subcommittee.

3.	Minutes: Chairman Abelow called for changes or corrections to the Minutes of School Committee Meeting 1,434, 1,435, and the November 5, 2011 School Committee retreat. Hearing none, the minutes were declared accepted as presented.

4.	Communications from the Audience Pertaining to the Evening’s Agenda Items:
	A.	There were no student representatives in attendance. It was explained that all student representatives 	were involved with the Shakespeare production that evening.

	B.	There were no communications from the audience.

5.	Business
	A.	Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Singleton reported on the joint MA Association of School 	Committees/MA Association of School Superintendents conference, November 9-12.

		Dr. Singleton also reported the following:
· Administrators will soon share additional information about a solar energy project with the Buildings, Grounds, & Technology Subcommittee.
· The MA Council of School Attorneys will meet on December 9.
· The National School Board Association Conference will take place April 21-23, 2012.
· A new agreement has been reached with Time Warner for the provision of Internet services.
· The Long Range Planning Committee met the previous evening to establish goals for 2011-12 and to place initiatives already in operation under Smart Goals. 
		Dr. Singleton distributed the following:
· Enrollment information from October 3, 2011
· Article from the Berkshire Record regarding Mr. Steve Antil’s science classes at Mt. Everett.

	B.	International Education Program: Mr. Farmer and Mr. Devoti offered a presentation regarding a proposed summer program in Egypt for 9th graders.  Following discussion, Ms. Miller moved, seconded by Mr. Sears, to offer the School Committee’s unqualified support.  It was so voted, unanimously.

	C.	Ms. Miller moved, seconded by Mr. Willig, to approve the annual 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C., February 29-March 2, 2012. It was so voted, unanimously.

	D.	Financial Updates/Transfer Requests:  
		a) Mr. Turner explained a request to accept an anonymous gift of the installation of replacement windows at the South Egremont School (estimated value: $16,000).  Mr. Flynn moved, seconded by Mr. Willig, to accept the donation with gratitude.  The Committee voted, unanimously, to accept the donation after the following assertions were made: 1) the contractor is experienced and certified in lead removal, and 2) the contractor will provide a certificate of insurance and name the District as an additional insured.  

		b) On behalf of the School Committee, Mr. Abelow requested that the Administration present a flat budget for FY’13.

6.	Other Communications / Requests for Future Agenda Items

	A.	Mr. Abelow stated that School Choice would be on the next agenda.

	B.	Mr. Abelow asked that consideration be given to the fact that a good percentage of sitting School Committee members may not run for re-election. He asked that citizens interested in standing for election start coming to meetings.	

	C.	Mr. Abelow noted that the District’s policy should be adjusted to accommodate voting for the District Treasurer and Physician in June, rather than at the November reorganizational meeting.

	D.	Mr. Abelow asked whether the School Committee would consider extending the Superintendent’s contract for two months, in order for him to meet the 10 year requirement to receive a pension from the state of Massachusetts.

		Mr. Willig moved to extend Dr. Singleton’s contract until August 31, 2013.  Mr. Fetterhoff seconded the motion.

		In the discussion that followed, School Committee members expressed a desire to table the issue to see if they can find a way to accommodate the Superintendent’s request and to also have a new superintendent on board on July 1, 2013.  Mr. Willig withdrew his motion.  Mr. Sears moved to table discussion until the December 15 meeting. Mr. Flynn seconded the motion, and it was so voted, unanimously.

	On a motion by Mr. Fetterhoff, seconded by Mr. Willig, the meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m.


Documents presented for this meeting:
	Agenda, School Committee Meeting #1,436
	Policies BCA, BCB, BCC, and BCE relative to School Committee Organization and Subcommittees
	Listing of 2010-11 Subcommittee Membership
	Minutes, School Committee Meeting #1,434
	Minutes, School Committee Meeting #1, 435
	Minutes, November 5 Special School Committee Working Session
	Description of 9th Grade Egyptian Education Experience
Request for Approval of ith Grade Trip to Washington D.C., 2/29/12 – 3/2/12
Southern Berkshire Regional School District Enrollment by School and Town, 10/3/2011
Enrollment by Town and Grade, 10/3/2011
School Choice Numbers, as of 10/3/2011
Copy of Memo to Dr. Singleton and Mr. Turner Re: Donation to South Egremont School
Notes from October 27 meeting of Administrators with Town Officials and School Committee Members


